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The following sponsors ensure that the News and viewS continues to publish FREE OF CHARGE to Pilot 
Butte residents.  Please  patronize our sponsors.  Many thanks to these community minded businesses, 
organizations and people.  We truly  appreciate their support! 

 
The News and viewS hopes the newsletter provides the vital link between the residents and 
the Town, along with all our local groups, organizations and businesses.   

The deadline for submissions is the 20 th  of each month by 5:00 pm.  Please send your infor-

mation to newsandviews@sasktel.net  (new email address) or drop 

it off at the Pilot Butte Town Office.   We will make every attempt to include all submissions from 

Pilot Butte and surrounding communities, funds and time permitting.   

TRIBUTE In Memory Of CLAYTON GEREIN  

Uncle Clayton has always been an inspira-
tion to our family and so many others, so 
when I was asked to pay tribute to him, I 
was very honored and accepted, while 
knowing it would be no small feat.  He was 
so many things, to so many people, but to 
all of us, a remarkable man.      
Clayton was born 1 month premature.  His 
proud parents, Bill and Eileen should have 
known what they were in for.  He had his 
own path marked out and he was going to 

follow it.   
Clayton was, at one time ï if you can be-
lieve it, shy.  When he was 2, he was at a 
family reunion, and being so shy, he 
wanted to stay in the car.  Somehow, he 
managed to get the car into gear - proba-
bly because he was so curious.  He tried to 
jump out of the rolling car, but instead got 
pinned underneath it, breaking his hip.  It 
was apparent from the time Clayton was a 
child that he would live life the hard, but 
very excitable way, and that would only 
make him stronger.     
Clayton was a thrill seeker.  Such thrills 
included driving at a very young age ï 
around 5 or 6.  Clayton knew a thing or 
two about teamwork even by that age! His 
big sister, LeeAnn would sit on the floor of 
the truck and push the gas, while Clayton 
would steer.  They made a great team!   
Clayton and his sister had horses by the 
time the family moved to the farm, but it 
wasnôt Clayton who had wanted a horse in 
the first place.  LeeAnn had convinced their 
parents that getting a horse would keep 
her busy and out of trouble.  It was when 
Clayton was in an accident with their mo-
torcycle, that on the way to the hospital, 
he said maybe he should ride a horse in-

stead of a motorbike.   
Clayton, demonstrating his perseverance, 
at the juvenile age of 8, continued riding 
the motorcycle.  Him and LeeAnn would 
ride the bike all the way to McMillanôs farm 
where their horses were kept.  They lost 
their motorbike for one moth when the 
cops had caught them and confiscated it.  
Of course, it was the one time he had let 
his sister drive.  The day they moved to the 
farm, was the day they got their bike back.  
Bill assured the cops they wouldnôt have to 
worry about the kids anymore, because 
they were headed to a farm.   
Clayton was always spirited, energetic and 
active.  Growing up on the farm did keep 
the kids busy and mostly out of trouble.  
Clayton and LeeAnn were very rarely apart 
and had many adventures together.  They 
played hide and go seek on their horses, 
rode their motorcycle, and snowmobiled on 
the farm.   
Clayton had a tremendous work ethic.  Him 
and LeeAnn held their responsibilities, like 
doing farm chores together.  They would 
get up before school and feed their horses, 
among their other obligations.  This is a 
work ethic Clayton instilled in his own chil-
dren, who now perform the same duties  

The following tribute was written by Claytonôs niece, Candace Cunningham-Dustin and read at his funeral.  The News and viewS thanks Ruth, 

Jasmine, Zoe and Candace for allowing us to reprint this wonderful tribute in honour of a beloved husband and father.   



Clayton was proud.  His children Jas-
mine and Zoe were his pride and joy ï 
and it is not hard to see why.  He was 
so proud of their accomplishments and 

Clayton took their dog Riley and went 

out fishing. Of course, this could be no 

ordinary fishing trip.  They were fishing 

away when Clayton caught a fish.  

Riley got scared and jumped in the 

water and they thought he was going 

to drown. It was quite a riot trying to 

get big, fat Riley back into the boat 

and reel the fish in at the same time.  

Clayton was a riot.  One time Clayton 

was in his hand cycle and he got the 

crazy idea that Zoe, Jasmine and her 

friend should push him all the way up 

to the top of the Butte hill so he could 

ride down and see how fast he could 

go. So, like good little soldiers, follow-

ing their father's commands, they took 

him to the top. The trip down turned 

out to be a disaster. His foot fell out of 

the holster and ended up getting 

caught in the wheel. It flopped around 

and got eaten alive by his spokes. It 

was just a typical Clayton thing for him 

to do.  

 

on down! Youôre the next contestant 
on the Price is Right!!" No matter what 
it was he knew how to get them going 
in the morning!  
Clayton had some very unique holiday 
traditions.  On St. Patrick ôs Day he 
would dye everything green including 
their milk.  At Easter, he would make 
the ugliest Easter egg by dipping it in 
every single color.  And on Halloween 
he would make the  most hideous jack-
o-lantern, which he never used a pat-
tern for.  He did things in his own ex-
ceptional way. 

Clayton had a fantastic sense of hu-

mor.  One time he brought back a 

huge super soaker water gun from 

Australia.  He lined the girls and some 

of their friends up on the brick wall in 

front of the house and tried to knock 

them off with the water spray.  An-

other time, Zoe's friend Jordan came 

over to get a ride to school, and when 

he walked through the door Clayton 

questioned him about where his under-

wear were? Clayton had previously told 

Jasmine and Zoe that they should try 

and trick Jordan to think that it was 

ñUnderwear on you head dayò at 

school.  To prepare for his prank, Clay-

ton made everybody put their under-

wear on their heads before Jordan got 

there. Clayton didnôt let up and they 

had nearly convinced Jordan.  He was 

going to go home and get his under-

wear when Clayton told him it was all 

just a joke.  

 

Clayton was adventurous.  He lived life 

without boundaries - and he skied like 

there were no boundaries.  Zoe would 

get so embarrassed when he would fall 

off the edge of a run and people would 

have to come and rescue him.  Or the 

times when he would fall off of the 

chairlift and take Zoe and Eileen down 

with him.  They would have to stop the 

chairlift and come and fish them out of 

their pile.   

Clayton loved fishing.   One day, bright 

and early in the morning, Jasmine and 

the wonderful women they were be-
coming.  He beamed with pride when 
he was with the kids, or when anyone 
would ask about them.   
Clayton was a great, very devoted dad.  
He would wake the kids up every 
morning by coming into their rooms 
HOLLERING something or other. 
Sometimes it was "Hurry up! Get out of 
bed and get on your wranglers!! The 
cows are loose! Get on your wran-
glers!!" and other times it was "Come 

sister heôd met a girl and it was her 
birthday.  So off to the flower shop 
they went, and had roses sent to Ruth 
at Wascana.    
Clayton was a loving man.  He would 
send Ruth flowers for every anniver-
sary they had.  She was his constant, 
caring wife, and he admired and 
adored her.  In every interview he did, 
he always mentioned how much he 
appreciated his family, and how he 
couldnôt do it all without their support. 

Clayton was a competitor.  All summer 

long, Bill and Eileen would take their 

kids to horse shows all over Saskatche-

wan and Alberta.  Clayton won a lot of 

the horse shows, as he always excelled 

at everything he did.  He did not take 

kindly to his sister ever beating him in 

a competition.  He had always had a 

competitive nature and a longing to 

win.  

Clayton was, for lack of a better word, 

stubborn.  When Clayton was young, 

his parents always used to say ñThat 

darn stubborn kid!ò  Later on, as their 

accident prone son grew, they would 

say ñThanks Goodness for that darn 

stubborn kid!ò 

 

Clayton was strong.  The day after his 
horse riding accident, his mother stood 
over his bed and wept.  He looked up 
at her, and very matter of factly said 
ñWhat are you crying for?!  This hap-
pened for a reason ï so get used to 
it!ò  He was always self-determining.     
Clayton was compassionate.  He spent 
an extensive four months in the hospi-
tal going through rehabilitation.  He 
would always acknowledge that some-
body in there had it worse than him.  
It was a long, hard road, but it was 

this amazing attitude that helped him 

in his incredible recovery.  He always 
had great empathy for others.  
Clayton loved sport his whole life.  He 
started swimming to regain his 
strength after he left the hospital.  
Soon after, he was asked if he would 
like to try playing wheelchair rugby, 
and always being up for a challenge, 
Clayton decided to give it a go.  When 
he got something in his head, there 
was no stopping him until he did it!  
And so, Clayton made the Saskatche-
wan Rugby team.  When he was play-
ing on the team, he met the love of his 
life, Ruth, who was helping coach.  
They were both smitten with each 
other.  Clayton came home and told his 
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òYou canõt always get what you 

want, but sometimes what you 

end up with is better.ó  Clayton 

Gerein  



There are so many words to describe 

Clayton Gerein.  Humble, respectful 

and respected, incredible, miraculous, 

loyal and dedicated, steadfast and per-

sistent, enduring, witty and humorous, 

clever and sharp, amazing, extraordi-

nary.  He tried to be just an ordinary 

man, but he was anything but.  

Clayton has crossed the final finish 

line.  But in this case, we are all the 

winners, because we have had the 

privilege of having him as a husband, 

father, son, brother, uncle, cousin, 

nephew, friend, mate, fellow athlete, 

mentor, and hero.   

Clayton was witty and comical.  Some-

times he would get so animated when 

he told one of his famous tales, it was 

hard not to become connected with it.  

He had an incredible laugh that was so 

contagious, it made you join in laugh-

ing whenever you heard it.  He always 

had a funny story ï probably because 

he did so much living!  He lived more 

in 45 years than most people ever live!  

He worked hard, and he played hard.   

Clayton was modest.  Whenever he 

was asked about how he raced, he 

would always reply ñOkayò or ñRaced 

like crapò, but with more colorful word-

ing.  He would never boast about any 

of his accomplishments, which is one 

of the reasons we are still learning 

about them.  This community has lost 

a grand advocate.   

Clayton was generous.  He volunteered 

a lot of his time to helping others.  He 

said that sport had given him so much, 

that he wanted to give something 

back.  He had no idea of the magni-

tude of what he has actually given 

back.  He was a tremendous, awe-

inspiring athlete, on and off of the 

track and road.       

with two major hurdles to overcome; a la-
goon and central water.  The lagoon that was 
constructed in 1975 was now too old, too 
small and potentially leaking.  A new lagoon 
was vital for growth to continue.  Mayor Ed 
and the Council were able to obtain funding 
for the new lagoon through C.S.I.P. in the 
amount of $1 M dollars. 
 
Central water, should we or shouldnôt we?  
What will happen should our private wells 
become contaminated?  The health of the 
citizens while always a priority, now had to 
become the number one priority.  
 
The Town again obtained grant funding this 
time for the proposed central water, through 
the Building Canada Fund in the amount of 
$12.4 M dollars.  Endless hours were spent 
by Mayor Zsombor, Council and the Adminis-
trator to ensure that the Town benefitted 
from any grant program available.  
 
Never was there a major project happening in 
Pilot Butte that somehow or someway,  
Mayor Zsombor and the Council did not get 
any and all grants available!  For all capital 
projects, Mayor Zsombor worked with gov-
ernment and knew how to navigate the com-
plicated system of government agencies and 
regulations.  He was always cognizant of the 
fact that fiscal responsibility was paramount 
to a successful and thriving community.  
 
Ed Zsombor served this community selflessly 
and with passion.  His dedication, expertise, 
professionalism and experience along with his 
many volueer hours on numerous committees 
and associations is only outshined by his easy 
manner and his motto to ñnot take anything 
personallyò.  He was an inspiration and excel-
lent mentor to many new Councillors and 
employees. 

Former Mayor, Ed Zsombor was hon-

oured at the Sask. Urban  

Municipalities Assoc. banquet on  

Feb. 2, 2010.  The ñScoop Lewry 

Awardò is presented in recognition of 

outstanding service in municipal gov-

ernment or administration, on a local 

and provincial/national basis. Those 

eligible to be nominated are elected 

officials, administrators, SUMA officials 

and personnel in Municipal Affairs and 

First Nations and Métis Relations.     

 

The following is a reprint of the sub-

mission for the award:  
 

Ed started his life in public service to the 
community of Pilot Butte in 1985.  He ran 
for Alderman and was elected one of six 
and always approached a vote and view-
points in the same manner.  He was only 
one of seven on the Council and his vote 
was no more or no less important than 
the other members of Council.  In 1988, 
he ran for Mayor and was duly elected. 
 
At the time, the Town was doing a major 
facility expansion on the Recreation Com-
plex and it was a issue to be dealt with.  
The Town and Ed never looked back and 
forged ahead and completed what was 
started.  If not for his vision, the Town 
could have ended up with an incomplete 
expansion.  The Council ensured to apply 
for all grants possible and to that end, 
grants in excess of $200,000.00 were 
received by the Town. 
 
The next major project that was neces-
sary was pavement.  In the eighties, the 
Town was developing but still had gravel 
streets.  The job was to get the Town 

paved to attract future home buyers and 
builders.  The secondary east-west artery 
(the old Highway #1) was paved first in 
1983 and then the north -south main 
street along with the main east -west 
artery were paved in 1987.  By this time, 
most residents appreciated pavement 
and the rest of town was paved in 1990.  
The streets were not paved the full width 
in order to accommodate future water 
mains, should it ever come to fruition.  
 
Development continued, sometimes slow 
and sometimes so fast we could hardly 
catch our breath.  Mayor Zsombor was 
always there;  calm, reassuring, continu-
ing with the vision of what Pilot Butte 
could and would be, as time marched on 
 
Saturday, August 26, 1995ésurely one of 
the bleakest days for Mayor Ed, Council, 
Staff and the residents.  A plough wind 
surged through our community and dev-
astated a majority of the homes causing 
millions of dollars in damage to buildings 
and land.  The Town lost in excess of 
2500 trees, which are to this day, still an 
ongoing process of replanting.  Once 
again, the Town depended on Mayor Ed 
and the Council to lead them through this 
most difficult time.  Initially, the insur-
ance companies were of many minds on 
how to reimburse residents for damage 
done to the homes.  After a town meet-
ing in the rink with most insurance com-
panies in attendance, the wide spread 
devastation was realized by the insurance 
companies.  Mayor Ed, Council and staff 
worked endless hours to ensure that 
residents could return to some form of 
normalcy the following week.  
 
The Town entered the new millennium 
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Former Mayor Ed Zsombor Recipient of ñScoop Lewryò Award at  
SUMA Banquet  



Ed Zsombor ðScoop Lewry Award (conclusion)  

tion Planning Committee, Professional Engineering Association and 
the American Railway Engineering and Mechanical Association. 
 
In early 2007, Ed and his wife Marian of 43 years, travelled to  

Australia.  He was hand picked by the Aussies 
to speak at a symposium to talk about the 
future of short line rail in Australia.  Australia 
MP, Paul Neville, chair of that countryôs  
Standing Committee on Transport and Regional 
Services, heard Ed speak at the symposium 
and asked if he could speak to federal  
representatives.  Ed said that experience, along 
with the rest of the trip, shows Saskatchewan 
Highways and Transportation is getting kudos 
for its work and innovation.  
Ed spoke of his experience:  ñThatôs a big plus 
for what weôre doing here in Saskatchewan. Itôs 
nice for all of us to get international recognition 

for it,ò said Ed.  ñHopefully this experience inspires others to be just 
as proud of their expertise and innovation.ò 
 
Ed is a humble man who never looked for recognition unless  
recognition was for all.  For once, we think it is important that the 
recognition and honour be just for him.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, Town of Pilot Butte  f Pilot Butte  

While Mayor, he served on the White Butte Regional Planning 
Steering Committee;  Regina Regional Economic Development 
Authority;  Wascana Creek Watershed Authority;  Saskatchewan 
Urban Municipalities Association;  South Central Area Transporta-
tion Committee and the East #1 Highway 
Transportation Study. 

 
Ed is also a volunteer in many other areas.  
He is a charter member of the Knights of 
Columbus and the Pilot Butte and District 
Lions Club as well as a member of the St. 
Agnes Catholic Church Parish Council and 
the Golden Sunset Club.  He does not  
hesitate to volunteer when called.  He 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the 1988 
Facility Expansion, annual Rodeo, Western 
Canadian Junior Menôs Fastball Champion-
ships, Ladies Night, 125th Celebration,  
Family Fun Day, annual Haunted House along with many other 
fund raising functions.  
 
Finally, you would think that Edôs only job was to be the Mayor.  
Ed also held a full time job as a Civil Engineer.  He works as  
Director of Rail Service for Saskatchewan Highways and  
Transportation and currently works in Saskatchewan creating  
sustainable Short Line Railway lines.  In his professional life, he is 
a member of the Shortline Railway Association, Area Transporta-
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LETõS GET A FEW MORE 

MILES OUT OF THE  

HUMAN RACE  
 

Interested?  www.greenparty.ca   

Greg Chatterson nominated 

candidate for  

Regina -QuõAppelle  

Contact 332 -6906 or 

mrmudd1@hotmail.com  

A young resident of Pilot Butte Shawn Tonita  wrote an  

account of why he thinks the town should have a  

central water system.  His article is in the  

Pilot Butte Library for the public to read.  

Ed, Marian and family at the SUMA Banquet 



*****IMPORTANT LIBRARY NEWS***** 

*****AT PILOT BUTTE***** 
    Our new Library system is up and running and it comes    

with a new set of policies and procedures .                   
Some of the more important ones are on this page.  

Pilot Butte LIBRARY 
Page 5 

SUSPENSION OF BORROWING 

PRIVILEGES 

 
~borrowing privileges are suspended when:  

-card is expired  

-patron reaches the charges threshold of $10.00 

 

Threshold is reached by:  

-late/overdue charges  

-lost material  

-processing fees  

 
 

CHARGES 

 
~a threshold of $10.00 id permitted on a patrons 

account.  

~replacement cost for lost or damaged items 

will include a processing fee charge of $5.00  

~if charges accumulate over $10, the patronõs 

borrowing privileges are suspended.  

PATRON RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
~keep track of due dates and return materials on time.  

~have and present their own library card.  

~keep their contact info up to date.  

~pick up holds in a timely manner.  

~report lost or stolen library cards.  

~protect PIN number.  
 

Storytime  for March will be on Wednesday at 10 am the  

following days 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31.  

TICK TOCK TIME will be Thursday at 2 pm the following days in 

March ñ 4, 11, 18 & 25.  Join us for fun times at the Pilot Butte  

Library!  

Library hours are:  
Monday               6-9 pm  

Tuesday              6-9 pm  

Wednesday      9-11:45 am  
                        12:45-5 pm  

Thursday                1-5 pm  
                               6-9 pm  

Friday                     6-9 pm  

 

Closed Statutory holidays  

Hours effective all year 

round.  

 

Call the Library at 781 -3403 or 

Email pilot.butte@southeast.lib.sk.ca  

LOST /STOLEN CARDS 

 
~If a card is reported lost or stolen 

the patron will not be held respon-

sible for any transactions on the 

card following the date declared 

lost/stolen.  

~replacement charge $3.00  

LATE/OVERDUE CHARGES 

 
~Southeast Regional Library will be 

charging  for late/overdue materials 

beginning in April 2010.  

-all overdue charges will be  

collected and sent to HQ weekly.  



MARCH 2010  
 

Tues. 2nd ï SOUP Day ï Noon Sharp  

Wed. 10th   ï EXECUTIVE Meeting ï 1:30 pm 

Tues. 16th ð St. Patrickôs Day Luncheonð

Pot LuckðNoon Sharp 

Sat. 20th  ï Cribbage Tournament 

Call Don Leir at 781-4156 to register 
 

AFTERNOON GAMES 
TUES/THURS - 1:30 PM  

March 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30  
 

 

 

 

 

 

POOL NIGHTS  

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

7:00 PM  

 

NEXT CRIBBAGE TOURNY  
Saturday, April 17, 2010 ï 10 am 

Call Don Leir  781-4156 to register 
ððððððððððððððð- 

 

February 20th  Crib Winners  
1stð Stan & Austin Dundas 

2ndð Tillie & Brenda Gottselig 
3rdð Gladys Bryden & Liz Inouye 

4thð May Karlonas & Marian Jorgensen 

Try Again ð Vic & Ima Neiser 

 
 

                           

 Msgr. Don had a farewell  

celebration supper in Balgonie on 

Sunday Jan. 31 at the multiplex.  

The event was on him becoming 

Bishop elect for the Diocese of 

Saskatoon.  His ordination to the 

Episcopate will be by invitation only 

in Saskatoon on March 25,  

celebrated by Archbishop Bohn.  

Our new pastor till August is  

Fr. Norm Marcotte,  we welcome 

Fr. Norm to our community and are looking forward to getting 

to know him.  

CONTACTS: 
 

School of Religion ï Jackie Peat 781-4495  

Fr. Norm  ï  771-2387 or res (543-3770) 

Parish Chairperson ï Marian Zsombor ï 781-4007 

C.W.L.-  Yolande Boyko 781-4059 

Knights of Columbus - Doug Boykoð781-4059 

 

 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held  on  Sunday 

March 7,  following  the 9:00 a.m. and  pancake break-

fast .  everyone is invited .  Silver collection for the 

breakfast. 

Please plan on attending the meeting and become 

aware of what's going on in your parish,  as well , as 

any suggestions and  new ideas are welcome.  If you 

would like to get involved in any way please contact any 

of the above. 

 

Mass time ðSUNDAYôSð9:00 AM 

DONôT FORGET:  **NEW** email address for  
submissions to the Pilot Butte News and viewS  

newsandviews@sasktel.net  

GOLDEN SUNSET Club 

ST. AGNES Catholic Church 
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The members of the 
GSC would like to 

thank the Pilot Butte  
Recreation Board 
and Sask Lotteries 

for  the grant to  
purchase a Wii  

Console and games.   

Looking for an acreage near the town of Pilot Butte.  Please call Blaine or Denise @ 789-1301 

I am looking for a second hand laptop in good working condition.  It doesn't have to look pretty.  I'd prefer to pay some-
where in the $100. range if possible. Call 771-4554 and please leave a message if no one is home.  Thanks. 


